
Adaptation of Joyce’s Molly Bloom to Tour Ireland “in Honour of

Chieftains Legend Paddy Moloney”

Actor Aedín Moloney pictured on Howth Head rehearsing a scene from “Yes! Reflections of Molly Bloom,” ahead of the show's

nationwide tour. Image: Julien Behal

A thrilling new adaptation of James Joyce's, Penelope Chapter, “Yes! Reflections of Molly

Bloom”, is set to tour theatre venues across Ireland. Described as “expertly performed”

by The New York Times, this one woman performance promises a daring theatrical

journey into the mind and heart of the beloved Ulysses character. The show is starring

New York based, Irish actor, Aedín Moloney, who adapted the piece in collaboration with

Irish author Colum McCann. Traditional Irish music fans are in for a treat as the

accompanying music to the show was especially recorded by Moloney’s father, Paddy

Moloney, legendary founder and leader of The Chieftains, who passed away in 2021.

The show was awarded Winner of the Outer Critics Circle Award for best solo

performance during its premiere run in New York. Now the piece will tour multiple venues



in Ireland including a premiere at the Wexford Arts Centre (May 4th-5th) and a closing run

at The New Theatre, Dublin (June 13 - June 17) for what promises to be a theatrical

highlight of this year’s Bloomsday Festival. Speaking ahead of the tour, Moloney

remarked that the show is in honour of her late father:

“Bringing our adaptation of Molly Bloom back home to Ireland is a truly remarkable

experience for us all. It's an emotional journey honouring my dad and his immense

contribution to Irish music with the incredible score he arranged and recorded

especially for this show. Now it will be heard by audiences across the homeland,

making this return extra special.”

The show is a unique take on James Joyce's masterpiece set in Dublin in the early 20th

Century:

“With an empty nest, an unfulfilling affair, and a marriage long past its prime, Molly

Bloom contemplates the love that she and her philandering husband, “Poldy,” once

shared. Her unsentimental stream of consciousness is a song of songs that reaches

backward and forward across the centuries. She seeks to reanimate that love, and

ends up discovering herself - as a woman seeking purpose and a desire to be

relevant, even after that love is over and her children are gone. Through reflections,

Dublin becomes Gibraltar, age becomes youth, and a small room in Ireland becomes

the world.” remarked Moloney.

Moloney describes how the project has been 30 years in the making:

“I've been fascinated by Ulysses since my youth, and after 30 years of exploring the

character's depths, it was author Colum McCann who inspired me to turn those

musings into reality - and in 2003, I began work on the adaptation. I recorded the

full monologue with music by my father in 2017. Colum partnered with me to

complete the adaptation in 2019, and his involvement in this project has enabled us

to bring together a show that will captivate fans of James Joyce as well as

introducing new generations to one of literature's greatest works”.



Molly Bloom is a fictional character in the 1922 novel Ulysses by James Joyce. The

character was modelled on Joyce’s wife Nora Barnacle and the day upon which the novel

is set in 16 June 1904 is now called Bloomsday.

“Yes! Reflections of Molly Bloom” will tour Wexford Arts Centre May 4-5; The Wicklow

Heather, May 11th; The Watergate Kilkenny May 20th; The Town Hall Theatre Galway

May 30th; Droichead Arts Centre Drogheda June 1st-2nd; The Hawkswell Theatre, Sligo

June 7th; St. John’s Listowel Co. Kerry, June 9th; Narrative 4 Limerick, June 10th; and

The New Theatre, Dublin, as part of the Bloomsday Festival, June 13-17. Audience’s

should be age 16+.

Tickets available here
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Notes to Editor:

Praise for “Yes! Reflections of Molly Bloom”

“A veering, Vivid, Ribald Monologue expertly performed by Ms. Moloney”

- The New York Times

“Ms. Moloney’s performance will enthral and transport you, it’s a riot of sensuality”

-Wall Street Journal

About “Yes! Reflections of Molly Bloom”

A daring theatrical journey into the mind and heart of James Joyce’s most sensual hero – a

woman of women, a soul of souls, the indomitable Molly Bloom. It is Ireland in the early hours of

June 17th, 1904. Molly Bloom’s husband – the philandering. Leopold “Poldy” Bloom – has just

come home and fallen asleep. Molly – a daughter, a mother, a lover, and a long-suffering wife –

patrols the pathways of her wild and leaping consciousness. She is lustful. Scared. Exuberant.

Heartbreakingly lonely. Vivaciously reckless. And profoundly funny. With an empty nest, an

unfulfilling affair, and a marriage long past its prime, Molly contemplates the love that she and

https://wexfordartscentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873633900
https://watergatetheatre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873644046/events/129472314/seats?zone=NEW
https://tht.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173639786
https://www.droichead.com/show-detail/?id=873642596
https://www.hawkswell.com/whats-on/shows/yes-reflections-of-molly-bloom
https://stjohnstheatre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173639531
https://narrative4.ie/
https://thenewtheatre.com/event/2023/01/26/yes/
https://thenewtheatre.com/event/2023/01/26/yes/
https://www.yesreflectionsofmollybloom.com/ireland2023


Bloom once shared. Her unsentimental stream of consciousness is a song of songs that reaches

backward and forward across the centuries. Molly seeks to reanimate that love of Bloom and

ends up discovering herself – as a woman seeking purpose and a desire to be relevant, even

after that love is over and her children are gone. Through reflection, Dublin becomes Gibraltar,

age becomes youth, and a small room in Ireland becomes the world.

About Aedin Moloney

Aedin Moloney is an award-winning actress, director and filmmaker, with a career spanning 30

decades and two continents. She is founder and producing artistic director of Fallen Angel

Theatre, a New York City based company focusing on works by Irish and British Women, since

2003. She began her career in 1989 playing Molser in the tremendously successful production of

The Plough and The Stars, at the Gaiety Theatre, directed by Joe Dowling. She is a graduate of

The Samuel Beckett Theatre Centre, Trinity College.

About Colum McCann

Colum McCann is the author of seven novels, three collections of stories and two works of

non-fiction. Born and raised in Dublin, Ireland, he has been the recipient of many international

honours, including the U.S National Book Award, the International Dublin Literary Prize, a

Chevalier des Arts et Lettres from the French government, election to the Irish arts academy,

several European awards, the 2010 Best Foreign Novel Award in China, and an Oscar

nomination. In 2017 he was elected to the American Academy of Arts. His work has been

published in over 40 languages. He is the President and co-founder of the non-profit global story

exchange organisation, Narrative 4. He is the Thomas Hunter Writer in Residence in Hunter

College, in New York, where he lives with his wife Allison and their family. His most recent novel,

Apeirogon, became an immediate New York Times best-seller and won several major

international awards.

About Paddy Moloney

Paddy Moloney is the founder and leader of six-time Grammy award winners, The Chieftains. A
composer and musician of world renown, his legacy can only be briefly touched upon in this bio.
He is known the world over, not only for his innovative and groundbreaking work in traditional
Irish music but as a pioneering force behind the exploration of Celtic culture and its history
throughout the world. Paddy Moloney has been an Irish cultural ambassador for over 60 years,
laying the foundations for Irish artists worldwide.

http://colummccann.com/books-by-colum-mccann/
http://colummccann.com/books-by-colum-mccann/
http://colummccann.com/narrative-4-main-page/

